
Olver Announces $1.5 million for Berkshire County Airports

  

WASHINGTON - Today, Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced                that $1.5 million for the Harriman West Airport in North Adams and                the Pittsfield Municipal Airport has been included in the final                version of the FY '01 Transportation Appropriations bill. The two                airports will share the funding equally.

               "These funds will help both airports to expand access and improve                safety," Olver said. "With better airports, economic growth                is sure to follow."

               Congressman Olver is a member of the Appropriations Subcommittee                on Transportation and worked to include the funding in the final                version of the bill. Through his position on the Appropriations                Committee, Olver was able to secure over $8 million in Transportation                earmarks for the 1st Congressional District. The bill is expected                to pass the House and Senate this week.

               "The proposed runway expansions will provide the entire county                with the ability to attract and retain companies that need corporate                aviation," Olver said. "Improvements at these airports                are part of extensive efforts at the federal, state and local level                to bring about new economic opportunities in Berkshire County."

               Funding for Pittsfield will be applied to the first phase of its                five-year master plan, which calls for acquiring land and houses                to create 1,000-foot non paved runway safety areas on each end of                the runway. Funding for Harriman-West will be applied to the acquisition                of easements in Runway 11 (or the Williamstown approach). Improvements                are included in their respective master plans and also mandated                by the Federal Aviation Administration.

               Olver added, "This has been a cooperative effort that has involved                the mayors, the airport commissions and the local business community.                I am committed to ensuring that the airports have the federal funds                they need to succeed."

               Also included in the FY '01 Transportation Appropriations bill is                language that requires Mass Highway to begin construction on transportation                projects around the state. The legislation requires the state to                spend at least $400 million in construction on projects outside                of the Central Artery/Third Harbor Tunnel Project. If the state                doesn't spend $400 million on such other projects, federal funds                for the Big Dig can be cut off.

               "If this language has its desired effect, transportation projects                in Central and Western Massachusetts will finally start to move,"                Olver said.
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